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Agenda



The Glassboro-Camden Line (GCL) is 

a proposed 18-mile passenger rail line 

between Glassboro & Camden in 

South Jersey. The line restores 

passenger rail service along an 

existing rail line traversing Gloucester 

and Camden counties which will make 

station stops in Glassboro, Pitman, 

Sewell, Mantua Township, Woodbury 

Heights, Woodbury, Westville, 

Gloucester City and Camden.
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What is the GCL?



The purpose of the GCL is to improve transit service along the Glassboro to 

Camden corridor with a focus on increasing mobility and improving links 

between the established communities, jobs, and activity centers.

between the established communities, jobs, and activity centers.

Connecting Communities
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Purpose & Goals:

➢ Provide more transit choices and 

improved quality of service

➢ Develop a transit network that improves 

links between people and activity centers

➢ Reduce highway congestion with 

competitive transit investment

➢ Maximize existing transportation assets 

and minimize impacts to the environment

➢ Support state and local planned 

growth initiatives

➢ Promote economic development 

and improve quality of life
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A Vital Link
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Advancements

The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was completed in 2021 and the 

project's next step is to begin the preliminary engineering design phase.

Achieving Success through Careful Planning & Outreach
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Train Type

A late model diesel multiple-unit (DMU) 

train operating in Houston, TX.

Self-powered, clean diesel-
electric vehicles (DMUs)

• Train type has the ability to operate 
in the existing rail corridor

• 2-car train sets will have capacity 
for up to 300 passengers

• Features low-floors for 
level boarding of passengers

• Average speed would be 30 mph. 
Trains are capable to travel up 
to 65 mph.

• The technology is similar to 
the technology used on the 
NJ TRANSIT River LINE.

• Proposed initial fleet of 18 vehicles.
(14 trains utilized during peak service 
with 4 spare vehicles).

• The GCL Project Team will continue 
to evaluate alternative and latest 
vehicle technologies as part of the 
final design phase. 



• Operating Information
• Train service will operate between 

5 a.m. and 12 a.m., 7 days a week

• Trains every 15 minutes during peak and 
off peak hours

• Trains every 30 minutes late evenings

• Estimated 16,000 riders daily by 2040
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Train Service

• Transit Connections
• Transfer to PATCO:

• Connection to Center City Philadelphia.
• Connection to SEPTA Market-Frankford Line, Broad Street Line, 

Trolley and Regional Rail Lines.
• Connection to 30th Street Station and AMTRAK routes.
• Connection to Philadelphia International Airport (PHL)

• Connection to communities within Camden County.
• Connection to Lindenwold, NJ

• Connection to Atlantic City via NJTRANSIT Atlantic City Line.
• Transfer to NJTRANSIT River Line:

• Connection to Trenton and New York City via the Northeast Corridor.
• Transfer to multiple NJTRANSIT bus lines.



Station types vary between small, 
walk-up stations in the center of existing 
communities and larger, park-and-ride 
facilities built near major roadways.

• 14 Stations; generally located 
every 1 to 2 miles

• All ADA Accessible

• Two types of station platforms:

o Center platform

o Side platform

• Station designed to accommodate 
future ridership demand.
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Center Platform Rendering

Side Platform Rendering

Train Stations - General



• Highest new transit trip potential

• Lowest capital cost

• Lowest operating cost

• Maximizes use of existing 

rail infrastructure

• Links communities, universities, 

activity centers and cities

• Supports intra‐NJ trips

• Encourages economic 

redevelopment and TOD within 

surrounding communities

• Creates footprint consistent 

• with surrounding area

• Consistent with state’s 

smart growth initiative

• Supported by local and state 

• elected officials

• Received the most public 

comment support
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How was the GCL route selected?

The restoration of passenger rail service using light rail technology was the 

alternative preferred by the local communities and selected at the end of the 

Alternatives Analysis (AA) study. 

A CLOSER LOOK:

Route Selection
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GCL Employment Opportunities 

There will be a number employment opportunities for 

residents related to the operation of the GCL.

Anticipated employment opportunities with the GCL:

• Train Operators

• Train Operations Control Center / Dispatch

• Stations & Parking Lots 

• Maintenance Staff (including possible contracting 

opportunities for tasks such as snow removal)

• Ticket Machine Management 

(loading, money collection, etc.)

• Maintenance Facility

• Train Car Mechanics

• Train Car Cleaning



12

Transit Economic Benefits
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Environmental Benefits
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Society Benefits
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• Continue Project Outreach

• Preliminary Engineering Design

• Timeframe: Phase begins 2022 and will last approximately 3 years 

• Scope: preliminary design documents, right-of-way acquisitions and easements, 

and utility investigation and relocation

• Deliverable: Design/Build/Operate/Maintain (DBOM-[F]) Contract Documents 

Next Steps
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• There is currently no GCL station intended for the Borough 
of Wenonah  

• Wenonah was included in the EIS as potential future 
station for the GCL

Borough of Wenonah EIS Results 

• Grade Crossing: Maple St, Mantua Ave, and Willow Street

• Intersections: East Ave at Mantuta Ave, Atlantic Ave at 
Center St, Tylers Mill Rd at Main St. 

• Real Estate: 1 single family (d), 1 wooded  area (d)

• Bridges*: Mantua Creek Trestle Bridge and Elementary 
School Pedestrian Bridge

Borough of Wenonah

(d): de minimis acquisition = not adversely affect the property
*: All bridges and crossings will be evaluated for safety. The Project Team will armor the ROW via improved 
fencing or other safety devices 
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Borough of Wenonah

Cedar Field

• No permanent impact to Wenonah Parklands 
(Wenonah Lake*+, Wenonah Park, Monongahela Brook Trail, Mantua Creek Trail, 
Cedar Field*, Wenonah Lake Loop Trail, Break Back Trail, Wenonah School Trail)

• Unofficial pedestrian paths will be addressed 

*: <0.1% of area temporarily impacted for construction activities only   
+Single tree: potential to relocate fence and/or install tree protection devices 

Wenonah Lake
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Quality of Life

• Improve the quality of life in Gloucester and Camden Counties by providing 
equitable transit for all county residents

• The GCL is designed with minimized impacts on vehicular traffic

• Further investigation of signal timing optimization for rail grade crossings during 
PED

• As part of the PED, these models will be refined to include the most recent 2020 
census information and updated traffic analysis 

Environmental Impact Study 

• Conducted by a nationally-recognized transit planning and engineering firm 
who are experts in preparing these studies

• All of the impacts identified in the EIS will be avoided, mitigated, or minimized. 

• The project team submitted the Draft EIS to NJDEP on September 9, 2020 and 
received their comments on October 15, 2020. The project team accepted all 
comments provided by NJDEP

Common Misconceptions



19

Noise and Quiet Zones

• Trains will travel approximately every 7 minutes; final operational schedule 
will be determined in PED. If in a Quiet Zone, no bell/horn will be sounded 
unless an emergency 

• Track traffic sound will be mitigated via the installation berms, landscaping, 
and upgrade to continuously welded rail track, etc.

• The cost to design, install, and maintain the crossing infrastructure and 
technology to meet the requirements of a quiet zone will be the 
responsibility of the Glassboro-Camden Line. 

• The project team will assist the municipality, county, or entity with 
jurisdiction over the crossing by applying for a quiet zone waiver from FRA. 
More information on the timeline to come during PED.

• Communities do not need to apply for a quiet zone waiver if they do not 
want it, but they will still receive the large amount of safety improvements 
along the corridor associated with the GCL project.

Common Misconceptions
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Conrail

• The GCL will not impact the Conrail freight train schedule

Emergency Responders 

• The proposed GCL will be designed in a manner that would not compromise 
the access to roads, buildings, neighborhoods, or the railway in the event of 
an emergency. 

• Rail vehicles will be equipped to communicate with emergency responders 
when/if an emergency is present and access is necessary 

Safety

• Safety and security measures will be refined during PED in consultation with 
the public and the corridor jurisdictions. 

• Roadway crossings: Four-point gates; roadways and sidewalks

• Public outreach regarding driver and pedestrian safety within the project 
corridor will be on-going through the project to minimize potential for 
conflicts that could occur.

Common Misconceptions
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Get On Board

This transformative transit project continues to gain support

• Camden County Board of Commissioners

• Gloucester County Board of Commissioners

• NJ Future

• NJ Office of Smart Growth

• City of Woodbury

• City of Glassboro

• Borough of Pitman

• Woolwich Township

• Delaware Valley Regional Planning 

Commission (DVRPC)

• Southern New Jersey Development 

Council (SNJDC)

• Southern New Jersey Chamber 

of Commerce

• Delaware Valley Association 

of Rail Passengers

• Camden County Workforce 

Investment Board

• South Jersey Healthcare

• Cooper Hospital

• Lackawanna Coalition 

• Rowan University Student Government 

Association

• Rutgers University
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Be Informed

For more information, visit 

GlassboroCamdenLine.com

Connect with us!



Thank You
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